
Understanding Indefinite Leave to Remain in the 

UK: A Pathway to Permanent Residency 

Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) is a significant milestone for many individuals who have 

spent years living and working in the United Kingdom. It offers the opportunity to secure 

permanent residency, providing stability, freedom, and numerous rights and benefits similar to 

those enjoyed by British citizens. This article explores the process, requirements, and benefits 

of obtaining Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK. 

What is Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR)? 

Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) is an immigration status granted to non-British citizens, 

allowing them to live, work, and study in the UK without any time restrictions. Once granted, ILR 

status is indefinite, meaning that you are no longer subject to visa renewal processes, and you 

can remain in the UK for as long as you wish. However, it is important to note that ILR can be 

lost if the holder leaves the UK for more than two consecutive years. 

 

https://www.visasimple.com/ilr-visa-uk.html


Who is Eligible for Indefinite Leave to Remain? 

Eligibility for Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK depends on various factors, including the type 

of visa you currently hold, the length of time you have resided in the UK, and your ability to meet 

specific criteria set by the UK government. Below are some common categories of individuals 

who may qualify for ILR: 

1. Spouses and Partners of British Citizens or Settled Persons: If you are married to or 

in a civil partnership with a British citizen or someone who has settled status in the UK, 

you may be eligible for ILR after living in the UK for at least five years on a spouse or 

partner visa. 

2. Tier 2 (General) Visa Holders: Individuals who have been living and working in the UK 

on a Tier 2 (General) visa for at least five years may apply for ILR, provided they meet 

the salary and employment requirements. 

3. Long Residence: Those who have legally lived in the UK for at least ten years may be 

eligible for ILR under the long residence route, subject to meeting continuous residence 

requirements. 

4. Other Visa Categories: Individuals on other visa categories, such as Ancestry visas, 

Innovator visas, or Global Talent visas, may also qualify for ILR after a certain period of 

lawful residence in the UK. 

Requirements for Indefinite Leave to Remain 

Applying for Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK requires meeting several key requirements. 

These include: 

1. Residency Requirement: You must have lived in the UK for a continuous period, 

usually five or ten years, depending on your visa category. During this time, you should 

not have spent more than 180 days outside the UK in any 12-month period. 

2. English Language Proficiency: Most applicants are required to demonstrate their 

knowledge of the English language. This can be done by passing an approved English 

language test at the required level or holding a degree taught in English. 

3. Life in the UK Test: The Life in the UK Test is a mandatory requirement for most ILR 

applicants. This test assesses your knowledge of British culture, history, and values. You 

must pass this test before submitting your ILR application. 

4. Good Character Requirement: Applicants must not have a criminal record or breached 

any immigration laws during their stay in the UK. Any history of criminal convictions or 

immigration violations can affect your ILR application. 

The Application Process for ILR 

The application process for Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK is detailed and requires careful 

preparation. Below are the key steps involved: 



1. Gather Required Documents: The first step in applying for ILR is to gather all 

necessary documents. This typically includes proof of identity, evidence of continuous 

residence in the UK, proof of English language proficiency, and the Life in the UK Test 

certificate. 

2. Complete the Application Form: You must complete the appropriate ILR application 

form, which can be done online. The form will ask for personal details, information about 

your immigration history, and details of your current visa status. 

3. Pay the Application Fee: The ILR application fee must be paid when submitting your 

application. The fee can vary depending on your visa category and whether you opt for 

priority processing. 

4. Submit Biometrics: After submitting your application, you will need to attend a 

biometric appointment to provide your fingerprints and photograph. This information is 

used to produce your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) if your application is 

successful. 

5. Wait for a Decision: Once your application is submitted, the Home Office will review 

your case. The processing time can vary, but applicants are usually notified within six 

months. If your application is approved, you will be granted ILR and receive your BRP as 

proof of your status. 

Benefits of Indefinite Leave to Remain 

Obtaining Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK comes with numerous benefits, including: 

1. Permanent Residency: ILR grants you the right to live in the UK permanently without 

the need for further visa renewals. 

2. Work and Study Freedom: With ILR, you can work for any employer, engage in self-

employment, or pursue further education without restrictions. 

3. Access to Public Funds: ILR holders may be eligible to access certain public funds and 

social benefits, depending on their circumstances. 

4. Pathway to British Citizenship: After holding ILR for at least 12 months, you may be 

eligible to apply for British citizenship, provided you meet the necessary criteria. 

Conclusion 

Indefinite Leave to Remain in the UK is a crucial step toward achieving permanent residency 

and enjoying the many rights and freedoms that come with it. Whether you are a spouse, 

worker, or long-term resident, understanding the eligibility criteria and requirements is essential 

to ensuring a successful application. By securing ILR, you can build a stable and secure future 

in the United Kingdom, with the potential to become a British citizen in the years to come. 
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